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Duarte Unified School District Announces Dr. James Finlay  
Appointed to Fill Vacancy on Board of Education 

 
(Duarte, CA) – Due to the resignation of Douglas Edwards, Board President, the 
Duarte Unified School District had a vacancy on its Board of Education as of 
September 20, 2019. The Governing Board announced the process to fill the vacancy 
by a provisional appointment. The Board Members took action at the regular 
meeting on Thursday, October 17, 2019, to provisionally appoint Dr. James Finlay to 
fill the vacancy. Dr. Finlay will serve as a member of the board for the remainder of 
the vacated term, through the next regularly scheduled election, which will take 
place in November 2020. 
 
Dr. Finlay moved to the city of Duarte at age four from Colorado. He attended 
Duarte Unified Schools starting in Kindergarten at Royal Oaks, followed by Valley 
View, Northview, and finally Duarte High School ('99). Following graduation he 

attended Brigham Young University majoring in Biology. He then attended Michigan State University where he 
earned his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 2009. At this point, Dr. Finlay returned to the Duarte area 
completing a combined residency and PhD program in Comparative Medicine through the City of Hope and the 
University of Southern California. He currently works at the City of Hope as their Clinical Veterinarian as well as 
an Assistant Research Professor. He and his wife have been married for over 16 years and are proud to have 
their three children in DUSD schools.  
 
Dr. Finlay has been actively engaged for several years in the workings of DUSD through his involvement with the 
Community Education Council, Duarte Education Foundation, and PTA. He is proud to have the opportunity to 
serve the students and families of Duarte. He firmly believes that Duarte schools can fully prepare all children for 
success in life through a partnership of teachers, staff, students, and parents/families.   
 
At the meeting that Dr. Finlay was sworn into office on October 17, the Board also elected Mr. Ken Bell to serve 
as President and Mrs. Reyna Diaz as Vice President. Mrs. Ceci Carroll and Mr. Tom Reyes will continue as 
members, and Ashley Lemus and Serene Dowiri will continue as student board representatives.  
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Photo from Left to Right: Ashley Lemus, Serene Dowiri, Tom Reyes, Dr. James Finlay, Ceci Carroll, Reyna Diaz and Ken Bell 

 

 
 

 
(Photos provided courtesy of Duarte Unified School District) 
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Duarte Unified School District (DUSD) is a premier PK-12 public school district located in Los Angeles County. Historically 
serving the communities of Bradbury, Duarte, and South Monrovia Island, DUSD is now a regional district attended by a 
diverse student body from across Southern California. We are fast becoming the education destination for students seeking 
excellence in the arts and sciences due to specialized programs and innovative partnerships. DUSD offers unparalleled 
learning opportunities, high-tech classrooms and quality instruction. A talented staff, caring families and supportive 
community work collaboratively to provide the knowledge, skills and inspiration for each student to be successful in college, 
career and life. At DUSD, our 21st Century schools are producing 21st Century students. Learn more by reading our 
Competitive Advantage Plan. 

 

https://www.duarteusd.org/Domain/810

